FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 8, 2008

Contact:

Heather Keafer Christine Bare

Director of Development and Communications Marketing Manager

Women Against Abuse, Inc. Congreso de Latinos Unidos
267-240-4960 267-467-4368
hkeafer@womenagainstabuse.org barec@congreso.net
www.womenagainstabuse.org www.congreso.net

WOMEN AGAINST ABUSE
ADVOCACY IN ACTION

CYNTHIA F. FIGUEROA AND NICHOLAS D. TORRES APPOINTED TO CITY
COMMISSION

Mayor Nutter appoints non-profit leaders Figueroa and Torres to serve on
Philadelphia’s Commission on Human Relations

Philadelphia, PA, July 8, 2008 — Mayor Michael A. Nutter announced the appointment of
Cynthia Figueroa, Executive Director of Women Against Abuse, and Nicholas Torres, President
of Congreso de Latinos Unidos, along with seven other community leaders, to the Philadelphia
Commission on Human Relations at a press conference in City Hall this morning.

“l am honored to serve in this capacity for the City, ensuring that Philadelphia demonstrates
fairness and equity for all its citizens,” said Figueroa.

Established in 1951 under the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, the Philadelphia Commission on
Human Relations is the City agency that enforces civil rights laws and deals with all matters of
inter-group conflict within the city. “l am thrilled that we have been able to bring together such
a strong group to help us achieve our goal of revitalizing the Commission and further expanding
its role and programs in advocating against discrimination, prejudice and violence,” Mayor
Nutter said at the Press Conference.

Women Against Abuse is one of the largest domestic violence programs in Pennsylvania. Under
Cynthia Figueroa’s leadership, Women Against Abuse serves over | 1,000 individuals each year
through emergency housing, legal services, hotline counseling, education and advocacy.

Congreso has been strengthening Latino communities in Philadelphia for over 30 years. The
nationally-recognized nonprofit is a leading provider of education, employment, health, and
family support services in the City. Torres states, “With the Commission, | hope to draw from
my years of public service experience at Congreso to preserve the civil rights of all City
residents. The opportunity is humbling.” Figueroa also serves on Congreso’s Board of
Directors.

The nine appointees to the Commission will work closely with Executive Director Rue Landau
and Chair Reverend Allen to enforce practices of equality in the City of Philadelphia.
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