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Important Dates

e  July - September, 2006

Begins Democracy Summer, a nationwide effort led by the We Are America Alliance, to help eligible immigrants become
naturalized citizens and register new voters - 1 million goal for the nation. Congreso’s goal is 1,000 new voters by
October 10, 2006. http://www.cccaction.org/cccaction/waa index.html for more information. We are part of a non-
partisan “Latino Empowerment and Advocacy Project”, led by the National Council of La Raza. The project involves 17
other Latino organizations around the country. If you want to become involved, email shiplerk@congteso.net or call
Kristin at 215.763.8870 x1505.

e  September 3, 2006

Statewide mobilization and rally to support the Latino & immigrant communities in Hazleton, PA — more details to
come.

e  September 7, 2006

Large mobilization and rally for immigration reform, in Washington DC — more details to come.

e  September 20-23, 2006

The US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s 27th Annual Convention and Business Expo —for Hispanic business
owners, Chamber members and partners, a variety of workshops, chamber training, and business sessions focused on
building business relationships and creating opportunities for participants from all industries. See
http://www.ushce.com/27thConv/ to register and pass along the word!

e November, 2006

Stay tuned for information about the Latino Juvenile Justice Network “Know Your Rights Training” for youth and
interested patents/community members.

e November 4, 2006

Dash for Democracy 5k Run by Committee of 70: an event to celebrate what democracy means to you.
http://www.dashfordemocracy.or

If you have any other information that wonld be important for Congreso to include,
please email the Director of Civic Engagement, Kristin Shipler, at shiplerk(@congreso.net.
We want to represent and adyocate for all issues affecting Latinos in the Greater Philadelphia area.
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Congreso's update on city, state & federal issues affecting the Latino Community
In Detail- NOTE: NEW UPDATES FOR THE WEEK ARE BOLDED & IN GREEN.

LOCAL LEVEL- Current Issues

None for this issue.

STATE LEVEL - Current Issues

| State-level Immigration

PA Demographic Shifts in Immigration

There is a lot of attention paid this week to the demographic shifts in our country and in the state.

e August 151 edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer highlights the boost of Mexicans to the state’s and
Philadelphia’s population. Congreso is quoted for aligning the surge of Mexican populations to the
boom in Philadelphia’s restaurant and construction industries. Even so, Philadelphia has the lowest
percentage of foreign-born residents among the country’s 10 largest cities. See
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/15274492.htm for more information.

e Additionally, WHYY aired a report on August 15 highlighting the new Census Bureau report that states
Mexico has more immigrants coming into the US than any other country. Immigrants in the US now
total 35.5 Million, and this excludes university students, inmates and those in nursing homes. New
settlement surges are seen in non-gateway states, including Pennsylvania. See
http://www.npr.org/templates /story/story.php?storyld=5649835 for the general statistics and a focus
on Hazleton, PA. Hazleton is now considering federal law enforcement against undocumented
residents. Latino leader Agapito Lopez talks of the now “overt” racism seen in the town.

e The Pew Hispanic Center posted a report on August 10t reporting that “rapid increases in the foreign-
born population at the state level are not associated with negative effects on the employment of native-
born workers.” http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=69

Immigration Hearings in PA this summer

Hearings examining the “impact of illegal immigration” on Pennsylvania concluded last week with the last hearing in
Western Pennsylvania. Testimonies, etc. can be found on the House Republican Policy Committee’s website at
www.pagoppolicy.com.

The hearings examined the impact of “illegal immigration” on Pennsylvania. The Committee is chaired by Mario J.
Civera, Jr. (R-Delaware). Congreso testified on July 27, 2006, and a copy of our testimony was sent with our
last Civic Engagement update. (Please email shiplerk@congreso.net for another copy.) Recommendations
by the committee will be considered by the House in the fall. The hearings were quite polarized with strong
sentiment on both sides of the issue. Congreso testified from a pro-immigrant stance, highlighting the importance of
remembering that it is the system that is broken, not the people who contribute economically and culturally to this
state. Other areas of our testimony focused on the effect that the proposed legislation and ensuing sentiment have
discrimination against the broader Latino community and the damage that English-only legislation would have on
our community as well.

Congreso’s Position

Congreso understands the State’s frustration, in terms of the stalled immigration reform on the federal level. Much
of immigration law is determined at the federal level, though; hence, we need to continue to press for
comprehensive reform within our federal government.

In reference to HB 1959, Congreso advocates for fair and reasonable access to government services. Many
immigrants new to the United States do not speak or read English fluently. Providing written documents in
languages that people understand provides an opportunity for everyone to participate fully in government and
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participate in the services afforded to eligible recipients. Congreso values freedom of expression but strongly
disagrees with individuals who do not support diversity or multilingualism given the history of our country.
Individuals who choose to express their viewpoint against diversity and multilingualism send a message that
Pennsylvania is not a multi-cultural state, and is not a welcoming place to international visitors or potential
residents.

In reference to HB 2761, Congreso agrees with PICC that such PA legislation is not legally enforceable, thus
consideration of this bill is a diversion of energy that could be expended on other issues like our state budget.
Enactment of such a bill would likely subject the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to unnecessary litigation by
affected employers. It is a waste of taxpayers’ money to defend against legislation that is clearly prohibited by
federal law. We are working on employment verification on the federal level.

Congreso’s Action
e Congreso thanks Roberto Santiago of El Concilio and all others who supported us at the hearing on July
27t at the National Constitution Center.
e Congtreso encourages calling State Senators during the recess and when they convene in September to
advocate for immigrant & Latino rights for all residents of Pennsylvania.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis /home/find.cfm

® Consider doing the same by calling or faxing House Representatives at their home offices at
http://www.house.state.pa.us/index.cfm .

® The Pennsylvania Welfare Coalition, of which Congreso is a part, has sent a letter to the House Health and
Human Services Committee, questioning the necessity and validity of HB 2761.

e Congreso led the charge in writing a press statement with the Anti-Defamation League, GPUAC, People’s
Emergency Center and the Urban League on an English-only issue: the sign at the Geno’s Steaks
establishment that states that “This is America. When Ordering, Speak English”. This statement and other
English-only movements are detracting from the national focus on the comprehensive immigration reform

debate.

Hazelton, PA and neighboring Towns in PA

Summary

See above for the NPR radio broadcast of Hazleton’s new ordinance, which goes into effect September 13,
and the effect it’s already having in the town on the Latino population. Similar ordinances are under
consideration in Allentown, PA and Plains Township. Last Thursday, August 10t West Hazleton passed
their own version of the illegal immigrant relief act, which does not include a provision making English
the official language of the town.

From the Pennsylvania Immigration & Citizenship Coalition (PICC): Congressional Research Service, a non partisan
independent research group, released a study finding that many aspects of the Hazleton law are unenforceable and
that the ordinance is unlikely to survive court challenge. They believe that at least part of the ordinance is pre-
empted by federal law and that it is likely to lead to discrimination that violates federal employment and housing
laws.

U.S. Rep. Paul Kanjorski (D-PA) whose district includes Hazleton, requested that the Congressional Research
Service study the Hazleton ordinance. Mayor Batletta ran against Kanjorski for the seat in 2002. Kanjorski was one
of two PA Democrats to vote for HR 4437 (federal enforcement-only immigration bill) December 2005.

The Mayor of Hazelton, PA, Lou Barletta and the Hazleton City Council passed a city ordinance July 13, 2006
entitled the “Illegal Immigrant Relief Act”. This ordinance claims that illegal immigrants are destroying
neighborhoods, increasing crime rates and lowering quality of life. It most pointedly targets employers and
landlords. Penalties include denial of permits and contracts for 5 years and fines of $1,000 per undocumented
immigrant. The ordinance also declares English the official language of Hazleton. Mayor Barletta received a national
audience on July 5, 2006 through the Senate Judiciary Committee’s public heating on comprehensive immigration
reform. He was the only representative present who stated that undocumented residents are a detriment, rather than
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an asset, to our communities. To see the city’s website, which houses Barletta’s reaction to July 13 and the final

ordinance, see http://www.hazletoncity.org/home frameset.htm.

A very similar measure, which excluded English-only legislation passed unanimously last week by the City Council of
Riverside, NJ. Other similar measures are being considered in PA in the towns of Allentown, Mt. Pocono,
Shenandoah, and Hazle Township. Many pro-immigrant groups, such as the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Education Fund are challenging these measures, stating that they infringe on the exclusive federal power over
immigration.

Congreso’s Position

Congreso supports the rights of undocumented workers and residents and, hence, opposes the provisions laid out in
city ordinance. Additionally, this ordinance is causing fear and polarization of the Latino community in general.
Many Latinos reside and work in the town legally and have added to the social and economic vibrancy of Hazleton.
Approaching legislation from an anti-immigrant, criminal point of view damages the community as a whole and is
not a solution to immigration reform.

Congreso’s Action

e Congreso supports PICC in their recommendation to call Representative Kanjorski at one of his district offices:
Mount Pocono (570) 8954176, Scranton (570) 496-1011, Wilkes-Barre (570) §25-2200. 1f you live in his district make
sure to tell him you are a constituent.

e Thank him for his efforts to discredit the Hazleton approach

e Tell him that the Hazleton ordinance and similar proposals demonstrate the need for comprehensive
immigration reform that includes a pathway to legal status.

e Express your disappointment in his December vote for HR 4437 and ask him to support a more
comprehensive approach in the future.

e Congreso attended the city council meeting (although was not permitted in due to space capacity), alongside El
Concilio, Eastern North Philadelphia Youth Services Coalition composed of the leadership of the 18 primary
Eastern North Philadelphia non profit organizations and the Dominican Cultural Association. Congreso was
able to share written testimony from the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF),
supporting the immigrant community. MALDEF is now coordinating with the National Council of La Raza to
track similar efforts around the country.
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FEDERAL LEVEL Current Issues

| Federal Minimum Wage - HR 5970

Summary

August 3, before closing for the August recess, the US Senate voted down (56-42) the combined Minimum
Wage/Estate Tax Cut bill that passed the House. 60 votes were need to pass the measure. Both PA Senators,
Specter and Santorum, voted in favor of the legislation, while our neighboring Senators from DE and NJ voted
against it. It will be taken up again by the Senate in September.

The U.S. House of Representatives voted 230 to 180 July 29, 2006 on a bill that makes significant cuts in the estate
tax while raising the federal minimum wage to $7.25 over 3 years. 11 of Pennsylvanians Representatives voted.
Representation was divided on a partisan basis as six Pennsylvania Republican Representatives voted in favor for the
bill and five PA Democrats voted against it. Note that this increase is $.10 more than the recent increase passed into
law in Pennsylvania. Many see it as an electoral ploy since conservatives can lay claim to an increase in the minimum
wage at the same time as potentially cutting hundreds of billions of dollars that go toward social service programs.

August 4t’s headline in the Philadelphia Inquirer: http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/15195530.htm

The Coalition on Human Needs reported that “HR 5970, The Estate Tax and Extension of Tax Relief Act of 2000,
will deepen the deficit by at least three-quarters of a trillion dollars over its first full decade (2012-2021) through its
estate tax cut. Even now, we are fighting cuts in health care, education, job training, Head Start, and so many other
services that low-income people depend upon. Congressional leaders say there isn’t any money to avoid cuts in
these services, but will borrow money to pay multi-billions to multimillionaires, leading to worse service cuts in the
future. The House estate tax bill will benefit only 8,200 families, who will get $1.4 million each, on average, in 2011.
$31,600: the amount Congress has raised its own salary in nine separate increases since 1997. $0: the amount
Congress has raised the minimum wage since the last increase in 1997.” (See more on our “Information Brief
*Federal Budget — Domestic Spending¥)

The Pennsylvania minimum wage increase was signed by Governor Rendell on July 9, 2006. The increase will be
from $5.15 to $6.25 on Jan. 1, 2007 and $7.15 on July 1, 2007. For workers in companies of less than 10 employees
the increase will be to $5.65 on Jan. 1, 2007; $6.65 on July 1, 2007 and $7.15 July 1, 2007.

The Center for Economic and Policy Research highlights how the Federal Minimum Wage ($5.15) is at its lowest
level in 50 years, when adjusted for inflation: http://www.cepr.net/pressreleases /2006 06 19 graph.htm

Congreso’s Position

Congreso supports an increase in the federal minimum wage, even when the minimum wage in our state has just
increased. The measure will assist many families (Latinos) and adults all over the country to spiral out of poverty and
reach a more livable wage. The current minimum wage of $5.15 falls below the federal poverty level, and as such
puts a strain on taxpayers through the social welfare system. Without an increase low wage earners cannot invest in
education, healthcare, homeownership, or retirement.

Congreso’s Action

e Congreso supports voting NO on HR 5970, as this bill shamefully ties a long-overdue increase in the minimum
wage to enriching multimillionaire heirs by hundreds of billions of dollars. We want Congtess to, instead,
simply raise the minimum wage to $7.25. Call Senator Specter 215-597-7200 and Senator Santorum 215-864-
6900 to change their votes to no on HR 5970 in September.

e Our own State Senator, Christine Tartaglione, fought for 6 years to have the PA legislation passed. Congreso
sent her an official thank you letter, and we suggest that you thank her as well.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member information/senate bio.cfm?districtnumb
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| Federal Immigration Reform — S. 2611/2612, S. 2454 & H. 4437

Summary

The immigration debate is seen as an electoral & political issue this summer, more than movement around actually
trying to find solutions to the system that many view as being broken. Politicians and news sources note that this is
being used as an election issue as a way to distract people from the real challenges that ate facing our country today.
Whether candidates staunchly stand for or against the immigration issue, they are building their constituent bases
based on this ‘hot’ federal issue. Using this hot button and/or ‘wedge’ issue is not restricted to federal government.
State governments have seen heightened activity on this issue this summer as well.

As a way to gather support for H4437, the House’s “enforcement only” approach, various House committees are
holding hearings on the Senate bill (§2611) for the rest of the summer.
http://www.cirnow.org/content/en/hearings 062926.htm shows the proposed schedule. None are proposed for
Pennsylvania.

Another attempt to solving the immigration debate centers on a compromise piece of legislation by two members of
Congtess, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) and Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN). The Pence-Hutchison compromise
starts by enacting border enforcement only (new border fences, additional enforcement personnel and bigger
detention facilities) for the first two years and then would allow NAFTA & CAFTA residents only to apply for a
two year visa. They would have to work here for 17 years through multiple visas, however, to be eligible for U.S.
citizenship.

A public hearing, convened by the Senate Judiciary Committee, occurred in Philadelphia July 5% at the National
Constitution Center. Continued negotiation between both Chambers will be possible when they reconvene in
September. If Congress does not act this calendar year, the House and the Senate will have to begin anew in 2007
(with potentially, newly elected legislators) should lawmakers want to pursue immigration changes.

Congreso’s Position
Congteso opposes Anti-immigrant enforcement-only proposals like Sensenbrenner-King (HR 4437) and the Pence-
Hutchison compromise because we advocate that the final bill for comprehensive immigration reform includes:
e A means for the 12 million undocumented to earn legal status and citizenship
e Alegal way for new workers to work in the United States
e A removal of delays that keep family members apart for years
e Targeted and effective enforcement that respects humanness and liberty of expression
e Discouragement of local police enforcement of federal immigration laws
¢ Inclusion of due process, and
e Exclusion of indefinite detention.
e We must ensure protection for immigrant victims of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or trafficking. The
current bill will cut these victims off from immigration relief created by the Violence Against Women Act
12 years ago.

Congreso’s Action

e Two very important federal Pennsylvania legislators that are key to this issue are Republican Senator Specter
(215-597-7200 in Phila and 202-224-4254) and Representative Chaka Fattah (D-Phila) (215-387-6404 in
Phila and 202-225-4001 in DC), as they sit on their respective Appropriations Committees. Confirm, by
calling their offices, that they also support comprehensive reform.

e Continue discussions on the issue throughout the summer, while the House and Senate are on recess. Join
the National White Ribbon Campaign for Dialogue, as Congreso has, to promote constructive dialogue on
immigration reform: http://whiteribbon.org/
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| Federal Budget

Summary

The Labor-HHS-Education Senate Appropriations Subcommittee approved their spending bill for fiscal year
2007 yesterday. The $605.6 billion spending bill includes $142.8 billion in discretionary funding, which has a
direct effect on social service programs. This amount is $5 billion more than the President had proposed, and
about $900 million more than the amount approved by the House Appropriations Committee. It is $2
billion less than the amount specified in a successful amendment to the Senate budget resolution, approved

by the full Senate in March. See http://appropriations.senate.gov/hearmarkups/I.aborHPRSub07.mht for

more information.

Highlights & Lowlights

e The Senate increased funds for Responsible Reintegration of Youthful Offenders, to $60 million, from
$49.1 million in FY 2006 The House zeroed out this program.

e The Senate Committee was harder than the House on Adult Training under the Workforce Investment
Act, providing only $800 million, or a 15 percent cut below inflation-adjusted FY 2005 levels. The
House provided $854 million (9 percent below FY 2005). This includes a 7.5 percent cut ($64 million) to
adult education.

¢ The Senate Committee kept funding for The Maternal and Child Health Block Grant at the FY 2006
level of $693 million (9 percent below FY 2005, counting inflation), even lower than the $700 million in
the House bill.

e In the Senate, The Ryan White AIDS program was increased by about $101 million over FY 2006 levels
(to $2.139 billion), but it still falls 2 percent below inflation-adjusted FY 2005 levels. The House bill was
worse, cut 4 percent below FY 2005 levels.

¢ Low-Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) is funded at $1.98 billion, plus $181 million in
contingency funds, the same as the House proposal. An additional $1 billion funded in FY 2006 because
of the spike in energy prices is eliminated, despite the continued soaring cost of energy.

See the Coalition on Human Needs at http://www.chn.org/humanneeds/060725a.html for more details.

Most analysts are predicting that the bill will not go to the Senate floor until the fall. Within this timeframe,
it could potentially lead to a continuing resolution, especially if final agreement with the House does not
occur before October 1.

On June 7, the House Appropriations Committee panel approved the FY 2007 Labor-HHS-Education
appropriations bill (HR5647) that we reported on May 23, 2006. The bill provides $141.9 billion in
discretionary (appropriated) funding for a variety of domestic social service programs. This is a .6% increase
over the §141.1 billion provided in FY 2006, and it’s insufficient to keep pace with inflation.

Congreso’s Position
Congreso opposes domestic social service reductions to the budget.

Congreso’s Action

e Congreso signed on to a letter to our US Senators against S3521, the “Stop Over Spending” Bill. The
bill is designed to impose rigid spending caps and other budget changes on domestic spending in the
areas mostly funded through the Labor-HHS-Education bill - health care, education, community
development, social services, etc)

e  Call Senator Specter at 202-224-4254 or 215-597-7200 to thank him for advocating for domestic
spending! Call Senator Santorum to ask for the same.

e Encourage your US Representative to keep discretionary funding above inflation. Find your
Representative at www.house.gov.
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

Summary

The Philadelphia Inquirer highlighted the local impact of TANF reform in August 4’s paper:
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/15193408.htm

TANTF was reauthorized for five years through the Deficit Reduction Act. There is a lot of movement on the
federal and state level surrounding this reauthorization as these entities try to figure out the implementation
of TANF. The reauthorization involves more federal regulation and less flexibility at the state level (which
affects the Pennsylvania Maximizing Participation Program (MPP)). Education and training opportunities
leading to job placement are coming into question as allowable activities. Other drawbacks include: limits of
six weeks per year for counting substance abuse and mental health services as work participation; restrictions
on counting programs such as ESL; and the limits of funding for childcare despite the increase in work
participation rates. See above to note how these changes are coming at a time when the federal government
is drastically cutting funding for many of the social programs needed to prepare welfare recipients for jobs.

States are required to reach a new level of 50% work participation rate, and the activities that fall within this
percentage are more restrictive than in the past. Another point of contention is the barriers to employment
that certain populations will face: those with addictions, mental health issues and/or disabilities. In 2004,
most states fell short of the 50 percent mark. Pennsylvania's rate was 7 petcent in 2004, the worst in the
nation. Pennsylvania is now closer to 30%, but we have until October 1 to reach a 50% work participation
level. This challenge is coupled with the difficulty in securing child care for most working families. The
reauthorization document from the Department of Health & Human Services can be viewed by linking to:

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/06-5743.pdf

The House of Representatives have recently moved forward a bill entitled H.CON.RES.438

whose purpose is “expressing the sense of the Congress that continuation of the welfare reforms provided
for in the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 should remain a
priority.” One of the co-sponsors of this bill is US Representative Melissa Hart (R-PA). On July 19, the bill
was referred to the Senate.

The Center for Law and Social Policy and Center on Budget and Policy Priorities have published an
important resources entitled: Implementing the TANF Changes in the Deficit Reduction Act: “Win-Win”
Solutions for Families and States found at http://www.clasp.org/publications/tanfguide.pdf

This will assist CBOs as they consider how to change their TANF programs in response to the TANF
changes in the Deficit Reduction Act.

Congreso’s Position

It is important that federal and state government focus on sustainable jobs and career paths as they
determine what ‘qualifies’ as work participation. With a goal of the short-term fix of putting people into jobs,
we can’t lose sight of the longer-term goal of better preparing our community members for skills that
enhance their opportunities in the job market.

Congreso’s Action

e Congreso is supporting our partners at the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Welfare Coalition,
who are submitting written comments on the effects of the new regulations in Pennsylvania.

e Public comments on the regulations can be forwarded to: The Office of Family Assistance,
Administration for Children and Families, 5% Floor East, 370 L’Enfant Promenade, SW,
Washington, DC 20447 or electronically at http://www.regulations.acf.hhs.gov until August 28,
2006. TANF is administered by the Office of Family Assistance under the Administration for
Children and Families division of the US Department of Health & Human Services. Their
website is: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/
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Newsworthy

1.

REGISTER TO VOTE! Congteso is involved as the Pennsylvania representative to National Council of
La Raza’s “Latino Empowerment & Advocacy Project”, and we have the goal of registering 1,000 voters in
time for the November elections. If you, your family members or clients have changed names, addresses or
haven’t voted in a while, you need to register again. If you haven’t registered before, you need to do so.
Your voice matters, and we have important elections in Pennsylvania this year. Come to Kristin Shipler,
Director of Civic Engagement, to fill out your registration form. Contact her at shiplerk@congreso.net or at
215.763.8870 x1505.

We haven’t even voted in the Mid-term elections yet, and there’s already a lot of movement around
voting for our next mayor in 2007. See the “Next Mayor Project” to hear what Philadelphians care
about and to learn about the candidates. http://www.thenextmayor.com/lkeystone.html

Congreso is the lead convener for the Latino Juvenile Justice Network, which is an NCLR program
designed to encourage the participation of Latino community-based organizations (CBOs) in juvenile justice
reform issues, including but not limited to the following four “core areas”: disproportionate minority
contact (DMC); “adultification” and “criminalization” of Latino youth, which contributes to differential
treatment; anti-gang laws targeting Latino youth and their families; and efforts to increase funding for
prevention and treatment programs and other alternatives to incarceration. A community forum conducted
May 25, 2006 determined that Congreso’s LJJN will focus on the last core issue: evaluating Community-
Based Alternatives to Incarceration. More information to come on how you can become involved.

Gun Violence and Restricting Guns in Philadelphia — announcement from the Philadelphia Citizens for
Children and Youth (PCCY) www.pecy.org: 1f a tree falls in the forest, and no one’s there to hear it, does it make
a sound? George Berkeley. Before another child falls to gunfire in Pennsylvania, will yo# make a sound? Tell
your state legislators to limit gun purchases to one gun a month...and no more.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/index.cfm PCCY is planning a march to Harrisburg on this issue for
September. Stay tuned for details.

View the new Pew Hispanic Center’s 2006 National Survey of Latinos — The Immigration Debate:
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=68. This report highlights the
discrimination that all Latinos are feeling as a result of the negativity and divisiveness resulting
from the immigration debate in the United States.

The Department of Health & Human Setvices has issued guidelines for states to implement a new
requirement, effective July 1, that persons applying for Medicaid actually document their citizenship (rather
than checking off a box that verifies they are citizens). The new documentation requirement is mandated by
Section 6036 of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) and is intended to ensure that Medicaid
beneficiaries are citizens without imposing undue burdens on them or the states.
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MedicaidEligibility /05 ProofofCitizenship.asp#TopOfPa Congreso signed
onto the Community Legal Services written comments about how the regulations are too restrictive
and don’t allow states enough flexibility to meet their own state’s needs. It is important to note
that non-citizens still have the same rights to Medicaid and will follow the same eligibility rules
that were in place prior to passage of this law. Non-citizens should NOT be denied Medicaid
based on failure to produce proof of citizenship.

Read NCLR’s new 20 Frequently Asked Questions about Hispanics in the US:
http://www.nclr.org/files/1466 file FreqAskedQuests 6 06 FNIL.pdf
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Important Links

GOVERNMENT

US Senator Specter http://specter.senate.gov

US Senator Santorum http://santorum.senate.gov/public

US House of Representatives http://www.house.gov

PA General Assembly http://www.legis.state.pa.us/index.cfm

Y V.V VYV V

Governor’s Advisory Commission on Latino Affairs (GACLA)
http://www.gacla.state.pa.us/gacla/site/default.asp

A\

Philadelphia City Council http://www.phila.gov/citycouncil/index.html

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
National Council of La Raza (Latino advocacy) www.nclr.org

National Immigration Forum (national immigration issues) http://www.immigrationforum.org/

Pew Hispanic Center (Latino research & statistics) http://pewhispanic.org

We Are America Alliance (Federal immigration reform) www.weareamericaalliance.org

Committee of Seventy (Philadelphia-based electoral information) www.seventy.org

VV Y V VYV

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (fiscal policy and public programs that affect low- and
moderate-income families and individuals) www.cbpp.org
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